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From our earliest instruments through mid-twentieth-century recording devices, music 
has been essential in southern homes, churches, and communities. Attendees of 
the 2023 New Orleans Antiques Forum will be immersed in the objects and art that 
embody the development of “southern sound.” Sessions will explore the material 
culture of parlor entertainment, First Nations social dances and storytelling, musical 
furniture, early country and western costumes, nineteenth-century opera in the French 
Quarter, and much more. Tom Savage, director of educational travel and conferences at 
Colonial Williamsburg, will return as forum moderator, and Dr. Nick Spitzer, producer 
of American Routes, will host a champagne reception. 


Registration opens to THNOC members on 
Tuesday, May 30, at 9:30 a.m. (CDT) and to the general public on 
Monday, June 5, at 9:30 a.m. (CDT). 


Visit hnoc.org/antiques for details, 


or call (504) 598-7146. 


ABOVE: Chris Owens’s tambourine; between 1978 and 1980; THNOC, pift of the Estate of Chris Owens, 
2022.0144.7 


Forum Schedule 


Thursday, August 3 


Optional preconference activity (additional charge), Backstage at the Museum(s) 


Friday, August 4 


8:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 


9:50 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 


10:50 a.m. 
11:05 a.m. 


11:35 a.m. 
12:15 p.m. 
2 p.m. 


2:45 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. 
3:45 p.m. 


4:30 p.m. 


5:15 p.m. 


Registration 

Welcome and Introduction Daniel Hammer, The Historic New Orleans Collection, and 
Tom Savage, moderator, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Unbinding Gentility: Southern Parlor Performance in the Nineteenth Century 

Dr. Candace Bailey, North Carolina Central University 

Music for All: The Square Piano and the Democratization of Music in Antebellum 
America Alexandra Cade, University of Delaware, Sigal Music Museum (virtual) 

Break 

Porch and Dancehall Culture: Louisiana’s Homemade Instruments documentary video 
premiere featuring Dr. Nick Spitzer, American Routes 

The Guitar in American Art: The Evolution of an Icon Dr. Leo Mazow, Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts 

Lunch (on your own) 

Living with Automatic Music from the Past Robert Skinner, independent scholar 
Ambiance in the Air: How the Phonograph Brought Music to American Homes 

John McCusker, author and independent scholar 

Break 

Canebrake: Rivercane and Rattlesnakes in the Music of the Gulf South 

Dr. Jeffery U. Darensbourg, tribal councilperson of the Atakapa-Ishak Nation of Southwest 
Louisiana and Southeast Texas, with Dr. John DePriest, Tulane University, enrolled member 
of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 

The Cajun Accordion: From the Front Porch to the Dancehall Andre Michot, member of 
the Lost Bayou Ramblers, with Dr. Nick Spitzer, American Routes 

Champagne Reception hosted by Dr. Nick Spitzer, featuring Grammy Award winner Andre 
Michot and friends 


Saturday, August 5 


8:45 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
10 a.m. 


10:45 a.m. 
W1a.m. 


11:45 a.m. 


12:15 p.m. 
1:45 p.m. 


2:30 p.m. 


3:15 p.m. 


Registration 

Welcome and Introduction Daniel Hammer and Tom Savage 

“From Every House a Constant Tuting May be Listnd to Upon One Instrument or 
Another” Amanda Keller, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Break 

New Acquisitions and Highlights from The Collection Lydia Blackmore and Nina Bozak, 
The Historic New Orleans Collection 

Visual Evidence: Unraveling the Story of the 8th Cavalry Mexican Military Band 

Dr. Josh Kun, University of Southern California 

Lunch (on your own) 

Suiting the Southern Sound: Country and Western Costumes Holly George-Warren, 
author and independent scholar 

Opera and Its Material Culture in Nineteenth-Century New Orleans 

Dr. Charlotte Bentley, Newcastle University, United Kingdom 

Break 


3:30 p.m. 


4:30 p.m. 


Ceremonial Objects of the Easter Rock Traditions, with short documentary film 
screening Dr, Joyce Marie Jackson, Louisiana State University 

Bubbles at Brennan's Happy Hour (optional, with special pricing available for forum 
attendees) Roost Bar in Brennan's Restaurant, 417 Royal Street 


Sunday, August 6 


8:45 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 


10:75 a.m. 


nam. 
11:15 a.m. 


noon 
12:30 p.m. 


Events are held in the Boyd Cruise Room, Wi 


Registration 

Welcome and Introduction Daniel Hammer and Tom Savage 

Decorative Arts of the Gulf South Field Report Sarah Duggan, The Historic New 
Orleans Collection, with DAGS fieldwork interns 

Congo Square: The History of a Sacred Place Told through lis Objects Freddi Evans, 
author and independent scholar 

Break 
Preserving Landmarks of New Orleans Music History Jordan Hirsch, 
ACloserWalkNola.com 
Closing Remarks Daniel Hammer and Tom Savage 
Brunch (optional, with additional charge) 

Arnaud’s Restaurant, 813 Bienville Street 


liams Research Center, 410 Chartres Street, unless noted otherwise. 
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Optional Activities 


Preconference Activity: Backstage at the 
Museum(s) 


Thursday, August 3 « 2-7 p.m. 
$150 per person, food and beverages included 


The music of New Orleans and the Gulf South 
region is world famous, rich in history, and 
foundational to the area’s culture, traditions, 
and economy. This “backstage pass” will 
provide participants with exclusive access 

to objects and experiences that help tell the 
stories of our music and musicians. This 
experience is only available for participants of 
the Antiques Forum. 


Participants will meet at the Williams Research 
Center (WRC), home to more than a million 
objects in the holdings of The Historic New 
Orleans Collection. Our experts will present 
a carefully curated selection of artifacts of 
interest to forum attendees including items 
belonging to the Boswell Sisters, Louis 
Moreau Gottschalk, and new acquisitions 
from the estate of Chris Owens. Also on view 
will be the only known photograph of Buddy 
Bolden, stunning dance cards from long-ago 
Mardi Cras balls, and antique instruments, 
including a drum used by four-war veteran 
Jordan Noble and a clarinet owned by jazz 
legend Sidney Bechet 


Participants will enjoy refreshments in a 
private historic courtyard at the WRC 
(weather permitting) after viewing the objects. 


Next, participants will be shuttled to the 

New Orleans Jazz Museum on Esplanade 
Avenue, where the museum’s director and 
music curator will host an afternoon behind 
the scenes at the museum. Participants will 
have a chance to preview an exhibition on jazz 
musician King Oliver, view rare objects from 
the museum's holdings, and enjoy a private 
concert of “antique” music by world-class 
musicians, 


Finally, participants are invited to join Jazz 
Museum supporters and VIPs at the opening 
reception for the King Oliver exhibition before 
returning on the shuttle. Participants will 
receive a drink token for the cash bar at the 
event. 


Attendees will meet at the Williams Research 
Center at 2 p.m. Shuttles will depart the WRC 
at 3:30 p.m. and arrive at the New Orleans 
Jazz Museum at approximately 4 p.m. The 
shuttles will depart the Jazz Museum at 7 p.m. 
and make stops at the WRC, the Premium 
Parking tots on Decatur Street (if requested), 
and the Hotel Monteleone. 


Celebratory Brunch at Arnaud’s Restaurant 
Sunday, August 6 « 12:30-2 p.m. 
$85 per person 


Celebrate the conclusion of the 15th New 
Orleans Antiques Forum. Socialize, meet the 
speakers and staff, and enjoy classic Creole 
cuisine in one of the city's most prestigious 
restaurants. The brunch menu is available at 


hnoc.org/antiques. 


COVER: Glass master recording of George Lewis Trio's “Burgundy Street Blues” and “| Can’t Escape 
from You”; 1944; recorded by Bill Russell for American Records; THNOC, gift of GHB Jazz Foundation, 


2022,0108.2.1, © GHB Jazz Foundation 


LEFT AND ENVELOPE: The Boswell Sisters’ accordion; between 1900 and 1950; by Hohner, manufacturer 
(Trossingen, Germany); THNOC, gift of the Boswell Museum of Music, 2011.0315.251 


ABOVE: Dance card for 1912 Twelfth Night Revelers ball; 1912; THNOC, gift of Mrs. fohn H. Musser IV, 


2012.0109.9 


ABOVE: German inlaid rosewood and mahogany music box with discs; between 1890 and 1900; by Polyphon, 
manufacturer (Leipzig, Germany); THNOC, 2023.0044.2.1 


BELOW: Panel for Music Room; 1894; John White Alexander; Detroit Institute of Arts, Founders Society 
Purchase, Beatrice W. Rogers Fund, Dexter M. Ferry Jr. Fund, et al, 82.26 
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Registration Information 


Registration for the 2023 New Orleans Antiques 
Forum is limited and opens te THNOC 
members on Tuesday, May 30, at 9:30 a.m. 
(CDT) and to the general public on Monday, 
June 5, at 9:30 a.m. (CDT), Single-day 
registration is available for Friday, Saturday, or 
Sunday—or attendees can register for the full 
orum for a discounted price. The champagne 
reception is included for all attendees. Tickets 
or optional activities must be purchased 
separately. 


Registration Options 
Forum Registration 


Single-day Friday sessions $150 
Single-day Saturday sessions $150 
Single-day Sunday sessions $50 
Full Forum (save $50) $300 


Young professionals (ages 21-30) enjoy 
half-price tickets for single-day admissions. 


Optional Activities 

Backstage at the Museum(s) 

(limited to forum registrants) $150 
Brunch at Arnaud’s $85 


Registration Process 

To register for the 2023 New Orleans Antiques 
Forum and the optional activities, visit 
hnoc.org/antiques and click the “Register!” 
button. New users will be guided through 

the steps necessary to create an account 
Participants may also register by calling 

(504) 598-7146. No reservations will be taken 
via email or mail. 


Location 

The forum will take place in the French Quarter 
Sessions will be held in the Boyd Cruise Room 
of the Williams Research Center, 410 Chartres 
Street, 


Parking 

Parking is not included with forum admission. 
A discounted rate of $15 per day will be available 
to forum participants. Information about how 
to access this rate will be included in your 
registration confirmation 


Hotel Accommodations 

Discounted rooms are available at the Hotel 
Monteleone, 214 Royal Street, just a few blocks 
from THNOC. To receive the discounted rate, 
make your reservations before July 1, 2023. 
To make a reservation, call tne hotel at 

(800) 535-9595 and identify yourself as a 
participant in The Historic New Orleans 
Collection Antiques Forum. For more details, 
visit hotel monteleone.com. Hotel parking is 
available for an additional fee 


Explore the French Quarter 
The forum has been designed to allow guests 
to explore -he area, indulge in the city’s famed 
cuisine on their own, and experience legendary 
antiques shopping. Don’t miss an excursion 

to Kell's Antiques, 325 Royal Street, and Moss 
Antiques, 411 Royal Street. 


Cancellation Policy 
To cancel your registration, please send a 
statement of withdrawal—including your email 
address ard telephone number—by email to 
everits@hnoc.org or by mail to THNOC, attn. 
New Orleans Antiques Forum Registration, 

533 Royal Street, New Orleans, LA 7o130 
Cancellations must be received by July 20, 2023 


LEFT: Jordan B. Noble's drum; between 1828 and 
7843; Klemm & Brother, retailer (Philadelphia, PA); 
THNOC, 2019,0205 


BACK COVER: Jimmy C. Newman's “Alligator Man” 
Nudie suit; 1962; by Nudie’s Rodeo Tailors; courtesy of 
the Country Music Hall of Fame® and Museum, 1978-2 


Forum Sponsors 
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The Historic New Orleans Collection 
Board of Directors 


Bonnie Boyd, Chair 

john Kallenborn, Vice Chair 
E. Alexandra Stafford 

Lisa H. Wilson 

G. Charles Lapeyre 

Mayra Pineda 

Tod Smith 

Drew Jardine, Emeritus 
Hilton S. Bell, Emeritus 


Daniel Hammer, President and CEO 


a The Historic 
$4 New Orleans 
Collection 
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